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NotesIntroduction

Napoleon’s foreign minister once said, “You can do anything 
you like with bayonets, except sit on them.” That is exactly 
what most Americans do with their Bibles. Eighty-eight per-
cent of Americans own at least one Bible, yet nearly half of 
Christians say they are too busy to read it. George Washington 
rose at five every morning to spend an hour on his knees 
before an open Bible, because he understood something most 
people miss. Hebrews 4:12 says, “For the word of God is alive 
and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates 
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges 
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (NIV). This one verse 
tells us exactly what the Bible is and what it does. As you study 
these four truths about the power of God’s Word, you will be 
equipped to pick up this sword, wield it in your life, and never 
set it down again.

Key Points

1.	 The Bible Has Perpetual Living Power

Of all the ways ever used to describe the Bible, none is more 
striking than this: “For the word of God is alive and active” 
(Hebrews 4:12, NIV). The Greek word for “alive” is a verb in 
the present tense that literally means “continuously and always 
living.” Enemies of God have tried to burn this book, ban this 
book, and bury this book, but this is a corpse with a habit of 
coming back to life and outliving every pallbearer. Five billion 
Bibles have been sold or distributed worldwide, and it has been 
at least partially translated into more than 4,000 of the world’s 
7,100 languages. This is not a book running out of steam; it is 
more alive today than it has ever been, and it will be just as 
alive in your hands as it has been in anyone else’s.

Whatever you are facing today, the same God Who breathed 
life into this book is ready to breathe life into your situation 
through it. Open it, trust it, and let His Word do what only it 
can do.
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Notes2.	 The Bible Has Persuasive Penetrating Power

Science has produced instruments that can split one atom from 
another, and knives that are 65 times thinner than a human 
hair. But not one of them can reach a hidden motive, a buried 
desire, or a self-deception lodged deep in the human heart. Only 
God’s Word goes there. Hebrews 4:12 says it “… penetrates even 
to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow …” (NIV), reaching 
the attitudes behind your actions and the motives behind your 
choices in ways that no surgeon, therapist, or philosopher ever 
could. The spirit is the deepest part of who you are, and this is 
the only book ever written that can speak directly to it, correct 
it, and heal it.

There is no wound too deep and no habit too stubborn for 
this sword to reach. So bring the parts of your life that 
you’ve been protecting, and let God’s Word do what nothing 
else can.

3.	 The Bible Has Perceptive Discriminating Power

Most people think they get to judge the Bible, and I sat through 
a liberal college and a liberal seminary hearing plenty of it. 
But I finally woke up to something: You do not criticize this 
book; this book criticizes you. Hebrews 4:12 goes on to say it 
“… judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (NIV), and 
the Greek word used there is kritikos, the very root of our 
English word “critic.” People criticize this book largely because 
they do not like the way it criticizes them. The evidence is hard 
to ignore: People who read the Bible four or more times a week 
are 59% less likely to view pornography and 231% more likely 
to disciple others, because this book is a light that pierces the 
darkest heart, a knife that cuts the hardest heart, and a fire that 
melts the coldest heart.

Stop judging this book and let it judge you instead, because 
the things it shows you about yourself are the very things 
God most wants to heal.

—Touching Lives with Dr. James Merritt—

TouchingLives.org  |  The Sword of the Lord

The Sword of the Lord
Sermon Single  |  Week 19  |  Hebrews 4:12–13



Notes4.	 The Bible Has Personal Captivating Power

When 9-year-old Edward VI was crowned King of England, 
three ceremonial swords were brought forward representing 
each kingdom he would rule, and he stopped the ceremony 
cold. He said quietly, “There is a sword that is missing,” and 
when the room fell silent, he pointed to the Bible and declared, 
“That book is the Sword of the Spirit, and to be preferred 
before these three.” He was right, because Hebrews 4:13 says, 
“Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything 
is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we 
must give account” (NIV). One day every one of us will stand 
before the Author of this book, and the only question that will 
matter is whether we let His Word prepare us for that moment.

You have time right now to pick up this sword and let it 
shape how you live. Don’t wait until you are out of time to 
wish you had.

Key Takeaway

When you open the Word of God, you are not just reading 
a book; you are picking up a living weapon that reaches places 
nothing else can, going into your heart, your habits, and your 
eternal future. This sword was given to be wielded, not left in 
its sheath.
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Reflection Questions

1.	 If you honestly estimated how many minutes a week you spend reading the 
Bible, what would that number be, and what is one small step you could take 
this week to increase it?

2.	 Think of one area where you keep feeling stuck or making the same mistake. 
Have you brought it to God’s Word, and what would it look like to do that 
this week?

3.	 Is there something in Scripture you have been avoiding because you know it 
will challenge you? What would it look like to read it this week and simply 
trust what it says?
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